30        ON  THE  UNDERRATED   GENIUS
the purely interpretative order* It was essentially
spontaneous^ creative., an art of direct appeal,
Before the music-hall was dreamt of, he was, in
truth, the first great music-hall comedian'.......an
indisputable fact which serves to draw attention
to another fact, long obscured, that, in supple-
menting its legitimate fare with extrinsic song
and danee and feats of acrobatics, the lilixahethan
Theatre sowed the seeds which germinated into
that once vital institution which* until the period
of its decline and fall, best gave expression to
English genius. We know that allied to hm
abounding mother-wit he had extemporising
gifts beyond the common, and as a substantive
entertainer could rhyme at will on topics sug-
gested by his audience, liven when acting, the
temptation to embroider upon his lines, to
introduce irrelevant comic business and play for
the laugh, was too great to be resisted. The law
of liberty abrogated the law of writ; so strongly
was he entrenched in the affections of his public.
Years after his death Pcacham coukt recall how
Tarlton, when his head was only
The tire-house doorc and ttpestric betwccne,
Set all the multitude in such a laughter^
They could not hold for scarse an hourc after.1
\ 1620, Epigram 94.